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On Jan. 30 in Puerto Cabezas, Miskito Indian leader Brooklyn Rivera spoke to a crowd of about
1,000 at the local baseball stadium. He said the peace talks with the Nicaraguan government in
which he is involved were aimed at "peace with dignity" for eastern Nicaragua. "The challenge is
not simply to stop the war, because if our people continue to suffer, war will break out again. The
violence does not come only from our side. This war situation has been imposed on us," he said.
The Indian leader's weekend trip to the Nicaraguan coast was made with the permission of Interior
Minister Tomas Borge, the principal government negotiator on Miskito issues. Before returning to
Managua to continue the peace talks on Feb. 1, Rivera traveled to Bluefields, the other major town
on the coast, for meetings with supporters. Rivera heads a nine-member delegation which has been
engaged in peace talks with the Nicaraguan government during the previous week. These talks are
first high-level contacts between the two sides since 1985. Rivera is asking the government to rewrite
new autonomy legislation under which eastern Nicaragua would be granted a measure of self-rule.
The delegation has proposed that area residents be granted broad powers, such as managing their
own police and military units separate from government control. Rivera has also proposed that the
government exempt Indians from military service. Shortly after he began speaking, Rivera's voice
was drowned out by about 20 Sandinista supporters who shouted chants such as "We want peace,"
and "For our martyrs, we pledge to defend the revolution." Rivera resumed speaking after about 15
minutes, following efforts by religious and others to restore order. (Basic data from New York Times,
02/01/88)
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